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From the Dean of School

Greetings Founders Community,

1. The NH travel guidance has been updated and no longer requires
quarantine after domestic travel for vaccinated and unvaccinated people.
Please see more information here. The school will follow this guidance
and no longer require quarantine after domestic travel.

2. The quarantine guidance for exposure has also been updated for
schools. The official HAN is #38. In summary, a person in a controlled
education setting does NOT need to quarantine if they are more than 3ft
and masked (this is an update from the original 6ft).

3. Last week the Board of Trustees unanimously voted to allow all
students the opportunity to be back in the building at the beginning of
Quarter 4, April 5, 4 days per week (meaning no cohorts) but still have the
remote option. Wednesdays will continue to be remote days for all
students but students will follow the skinny "Friday" schedule. This means
all students will meet with their teachers for 45 minutes each block
following a “Friday Schedule”. Students should refer to their schedule,
which is in the portal, to review what a “Friday” schedule looks like.
Additionally, all students should be receiving direction from their teachers
this week about what they should expect during class on these days.
Wednesdays are no longer “office hours” days, they are regular class
days.

Please let me know if you have any questions.

-Cassie Hayes
Dean of School

THE FOUNDERS MISSION STATEMENT

The Founders Academy is a public chartered school encompassing grades 6 - 12 that is free and
open to all New Hampshire students. The Academy develops leaders who understand and apply
the lessons of the past, demonstrate exceptional character and lead by example. The Academy
recognizes the importance of balance in the development of the whole person, and respects each
student's journey.

Principled leadership is fostered by means of a curriculum of classical studies that includes
analyzing the lives of great men and women of history, mining the rich classical ideals of the
Western tradition, and tracing the evolution of the precious and costly idea of liberty.

https://www.dhhs.nh.gov/dphs/cdcs/covid19/documents/travel-guidance.pdf
https://www.dhhs.nh.gov/dphs/cdcs/alerts/documents/covid-19-update38.pdf


Link: http://www.thefoundersacademy.org/about/mission___vision

Need to Know

2021-2022 SCHOOL CALENDAR

Here is a look at the school calendar for the 2021-2022 school year.

QUARTER 3 ROTATION SCHEDULE

Students in grades 7-10 who chose the in-building option have been assigned to either Cohort A or
Cohort B. Your cohort assignment was sent to you in a previous email. If you did not receive your
cohort assignment please contact Lori Ragas (lori.ragas@tfanh.org).

The following information is for those who were assigned a cohort; all other readers may disregard
this message.

http://www.thefoundersacademy.org/about/mission___vision
mailto:lori.ragas@tfanh.org


Students in Cohort A:
Will work from the building on Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, and Friday -
February 1 - February 5
February 16 - February 19 (Feb. 15 is a holiday for all)
March 8 - March 12
March 22 - March 26 (March 22 and 26 will be testing days)

Will work remotely -
January 25 - January 29
February 8 - February 12
March 1 - March 5
March 15 - March 19
March 29 - April 2

Students in Cohort B:
Will work from the building Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, and Friday -
January 25 - January 29
February 8 - February 12
March 1 - March 5
March 15 - March 19
March 29 - April 2

Will work remotely -
February 1 - February 5
February 16 - February 19 (Feb. 15 is a holiday for all)
March 8 - March 12
March 22 - March 26

COVID TESTING PRIORITY FOR STUDENTS AND STAFF

Health and Human Services has made arrangements with specific locations across the state to
prioritize students and school employees for COVID testing within 24 hours. This arrangement was
made to expedite information that may help you in your contact identification and response.
Additional information about testing can be found here.

https://business.nh.gov/DOS_COVID19Testing/


School News

Looking for Lunch Duty Coverage

We are looking for parents/guardians interested in working lunch duty at Founders from 11:25 am -
12:55 pm. There will be a stipend attached to the job. If you are interested, please email Dean
Hayes at cassie.hayes@tfanh.org.

Founders Academy Car Magnets

Love The Founders Academy? Display your school pride on your ride when you purchase a
Founders Academy car magnet for only $5.00! These make great gifts for students, parents, and
grandparents. Purchase one for every vehicle! Supplies of these beautiful 4-inch round magnets
are limited so...ORDER NOW!

mailto:cassie.hayes@tfanh.org


Parent Survey 2020-2021

We’re looking to hear feedback from parents about the 2020-2021 academic year. Click here to fill
out the survey.

Founders Apparel Store Now Open

The Founders Academy apparel store is now open through April 5. Click here to do some shopping!

Standardized Test Schedule

SAS testing is anticipated to take the whole day (7:45-3:10pm). SAT and PSAT is anticipated to
take approximately 3.5-4.5 hours for students using standard time. Students will be dismissed when

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdIbR8EX63A8lFmcj2ONJEkzSoL-8ee_jaeYW9BVKoAjHr1Hw/viewform?usp=pp_url
https://stores.inksoft.com/the_founders_academy/shop/home


they have completed the testing and may call home for a ride. All students taking a standardized
test should bring headphones, a silent reading book, No. 2 pencils, and a calculator.

The following are dates for standardized testing starting in March:

4/12 (Monday) - Grade 7 (SAS) - ONLY 7th grade students attend- There is no school for
grades 6, 8, 9, 10, 11, and 12

4/16 (Friday) - Grade 6 (SAS); Grade 8 (PSAT); Grade 9 (PSAT) - ONLY 6th, 8th, and 9th grade
students attend- There is no school for grades 7, 10, 11, and 12

SAS Science (During normal school day; Held during normally scheduled Science classes)
Grade 8
5/6 & 5/7 (Thursday/Friday) - Cohort A
5/13 & 5/14 (Thursday/Friday) - Cohort B

Grade 11
5/17 (Monday)

If your student is required to take one or more of the SAS tests and you wish to opt-out of the test,
please fill out this form.

If you have any questions, please contact Mrs. Hayes (cassie.hayes@tfanh.org)

Other

LoisLab

LoisLab provides interactive computer science education for high school students. We are
launching a free series of courses that any student or teacher with an internet connection can join --
LoisLab provides the computing power along with the courseware.

Our first course is Introduction to Q-learning in Python, which teaches a branch of AI without
relying on higher math. Students develop an algorithm that learns to traverse a maze, then to play
tic-tac-toe… without changing a single line of code.

Please visit https://loislab.org to try out our first course.  We welcome your feedback.

Luddy Pre-College Summer Program

Greetings from IU’s Luddy School of Informatics, Computing, and Engineering! Luddy Pre-College
Summer Program incorporates the principles of intelligent systems engineering , informatics,
computer science, data science, and cybersecurity. Visit their website to read about the program
and the topics that students will explore – including python, virtual world design, robotic data
collection, and cybersecurity.

This summer’s VIRTUAL summer program is for students entering 9-12th grades and will be held

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1A6U1fTCIkroAHeVxnH99q-CytUWBL_yWayPID2HVcvk/edit?usp=sharing
https://loislab.org
https://luddy.indiana.edu/student-life/summer-camp.html


on Monday-Friday, June 21-25, 2021, from 12:00-4:00pm each day.  The program fee is $300 and
capacity is set at 50 students. If you’re interested, apply here!

STEM Summer Camp

Click here to register.

Breakthrough Manchester

Breakthrough Manchester is recruiting a group of 40 6th grade students into the program. Click
here to see what Breakthrough has to offer, and click here to learn more and apply! Application
deadline is April 1.

John Stark Essay Contest

For middle school students:

John Stark was promoted in rank when he did something brave that helped Americans reach
victory. Have you done something under pressure that helped you or someone else? What did you
do, and how did it feel to step out of your comfort zone for a good cause? How was your modern
brave act similar and different to John Stark's brave acts in his lifetime?

For high school students:

John Stark was promoted in rank when he took action to help Americans reach victory. Do you think
the size of your victory depends on how much action you take to get there? Would John Stark have
been as successful and remembered today if he had taken smaller actions? What was John Stark's

https://iu.co1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_aV6pa8m75PgMsjs
https://www.unh.edu/leitzel-center/keepers
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uG3T87vpLDQ
https://www.breakthroughmanchester.org/?page_id=12


biggest action and biggest victory? Was his victory worth his actions? Why or why not?

Choose the prompt that excites you the most, even if you are not in the respective grade level.

Due: March 31, 2021

Prize: $50 for middle and high school winner

Additional requirements:
● Evidence of comprehensive and accurate historical research
● Utilization and consistent citation of at least 2 resources
● Adherence to theme, demonstrating substantial supporting detail
● Proper MLA citations. You can find a guide here.
● Essays must be free of plagiarism. You can read about plagiarism and how to avoid it here.
● Works Cited – Only sources cited in the body of the paper should appear on the Works

Cited.
● Maximum of 1200 words.

Essay Contest

This year, the Midwest Center for Holocaust Education’s annual essay contest theme is
propaganda during the Holocaust. The deadline for submission is March 30, 2021. Click here for
more information.

New Hampshire Scholars Information

Is your student interested in becoming a New Hampshire Scholar?

“New Hampshire Scholars are high school students who have pledged to complete the State
Scholars Core Course of Study, a specific sequence of academic courses in English, math, science,
social studies, and foreign language.

“The New Hampshire Scholars philosophy is based on the belief that it is better to be successful in
an academically challenging course than to get a higher grade in an easier course. Why take
harder courses? Because the more you challenge yourself now, the more prepared you will be in
the future. And that means greater success in all you do. Your brain, like all other muscles in your
body, needs to be challenged and exercised to remain sharp thus preparing it for future use.”

Requirements to Become a New Hampshire Scholar
NH Scholars Incentives
-Scholarships to NH Colleges & Universities
-Application Fee Waivers
Please see your school counselor if you have any questions!

https://mchekc.org/white-rose-student-essay-contest/
https://www.nhscholars.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/07/2019-2020-NH-Scholars-Pathways.pdf
https://www.nhscholars.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/10/2019-2020-Scholarship-for-Scholars.pdf


College

Applying to College 101

Click here for the link to the recording about applying to college!

Prompt

● Prompt was founded in 2014 by 3 MIT grads with the mission to help students become better
writers. They’re now the leading provider of instructional writing feedback for college
admissions essays.

● They have reviewed over 90,000 college essays and they work with over 150 high schools,
including St. Thomas Aquinas High School, Coe-Brown Northwood Academy, the Academy
for Science and Design, and Plymouth Regional High School. They also worked with the NH
Learns Alliance last year.

● They employ evidence-based writing practices to improve writing throughout the college
essay process, from planning to writing to revising.

In April, they are hosting a free webinar about college essays for a small group of high schools in
New Hampshire.

During the 30-minute webinar, they will introduce students and families to the college essay
process and offer practical advice for a stress-free approach.
Here's more information about what they’ll discuss in the webinar.

The webinar is scheduled for April 22 at 6pm ET. Click here to register.

Virtual Events: UNH, Keene State, & Plymouth State

The University of New Hampshire, Keene State College, and Plymouth State University are hosting
several virtual events throughout the Spring in hopes of connecting with students and families.

Wednesday, April 21
Wednesday, May 19

Each of these events will take place from 6:30 - 7:30 p.m. If you are interested, please pre-register
by clicking this link. There will be a student from each campus to share their experiences living and
learning amidst the virus and how everyone in those communities has been able to carry on while
keeping each other safe. If you have any questions, please see your school counselor.

Features

Thank you PTSG and Donors!

A big thank you to the PTSG and everyone who donated testing snacks for the students! It was a

https://www.zoomgov.com/rec/share/tctTD5Pa5H9OfJXL0B6PWo8HDo3-T6a80yJNqPVeyEhMZGat_i8DNSV7hQIOJ7Ra?startTime=1615503745000
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Jiqkjf-tTSdkDDdD6KylOdKmz0H7Ragjh_qonu4WsGc/edit
https://share.hsforms.com/1shErP69nQb6agF32imR4tA1g7te
https://ksc.secure.force.com/admission/targetX_eventsb__events#/list?type=Special%20Event


great turnout, and the school appreciates the abundant generosity!

The Book of Will Performance

On March 11 The Founders Academy theatre program participated in the NHETG festival. We all
watched the amazing performance of The Book of Will here at school and two of our students won
awards! Congratulations, Jonathan Lawton for your acting award and Josh McDonough for your
music composition award. Also, congratulations to the whole theatre program!

Round Table with Mr. Quigley

Mr. Quigley, a former French Teacher at Founders visited Mrs. Meilleur’s Senior Class Round Table
this past Tuesday to talk to the students about his immigration experience and process of coming to
the United States from Europe. Thank you Mr. Quigley for sharing your journey with our students as
we discuss our Round Table theme of the month: Immigration.

Thank You Lily Tang Williams

Thank you to Lily Tang Williams for coming to our school and speaking to the students about her life
experiences. The assembly was very insightful.



Donations

Donors Choose: Ms. Marcotte

Help me give my students a great maker experience that combines paper-crafting using the Cricut
Maker with paper circuits that are programmable using the Chibichip.

Makers Gonna Make

There’s still $207 to go!

Painters Tape Donations

The school is looking for painters tape donations. Any donations can be left on the drop-off table in
the vestibule. Thank you!

Bridge the Gap

So far we have collected approximately $7,000 for our Bridge the Gap fundraiser! A few Founders
art students created this painting to help us keep track of the money we received and continue to

https://www.donorschoose.org/project/makers-gonna-make/5425841/?utm_source=dc&utm_medium=sendFriend&utm_campaign=tpc_complete&utm_term=teacher_2955581&rf=sendFriend-dc-2021-02-tpc_complete-teacher_2955581&challengeid=20593531


receive, as this is an ongoing fundraiser this year.

Annual Fund Drive Update

Thanks to your generosity, we have already exceeded our goal of raising $6,000 for the school! We
are very excited about this and grateful to everyone who has donated. Our new goal is $10,000,
and we know with the amazing community of family and friends we have here at this school, we can
meet this goal! You can donate through the PayPal link or by sending your donation to the school
with your student. Donations can be dropped off at the front desk any time.

Most Needed Art Items

Check out the link for a list of the Art Department’s most needed donations:

Most Needed Items List

Founders On Social Media

Follow Us!

Be sure to follow Founders on Facebook here:

Founders' Facebook Carpooling Group: https://www.facebook.com/groups/123952141583545/
Founders' Facebook Volunteering Parents Group:
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1527282857342512/

http://thefoundersacademy.org/cms/One.aspx?portalId=1207671&pageId=1368337
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1bIiDo5-Hfbdx_Wljni6GqwlF2OahK2Dzl6ViFKOE1Ew/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.facebook.com/pages/The-Founders-Academy-Public-Charter-School/675459439135607?fref=ts
https://www.facebook.com/groups/123952141583545/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1527282857342512/


Be sure to follow Founders on Twitter here:

Check out Founders Youtube Channel here:

© The Founders Academy 2021

https://twitter.com/foundersnh
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCxkvGKi5ww_-pR8f7_A5yrw

